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CRITICAL COMMISSION 
TESTING FOR LONG-TERM 
CABLE PERFORMANCE

Commission testing is an important first step in supporting 
long-term cable life. By identifying potential issues early, 
Southwire’s Cable Assessment Services can reduce the risk of 
premature cable failure and provide a clearer understanding of 
underground cable system condition. 

Through proven diagnostic technologies, Southwire helps assess 
cable systems before problems become costly disruptions. 

Southwire’s commission testing uses multiple diagnostic 
methods to evaluate underground cable systems and 
detect potential defects.

CABLE SYSTEM ASSESSMENT TECHNOLOGY

For more information about Southwire’s commission testing 
services, contact cabletesting@southwire.com

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

Maps the cable system, identifies splice locations and 
helps determine cable system length. It can also support 
assessment of neutral condition.

TDR
Helps detect developing failures before failure occurs, identify 
PD activity while the cable is in service and support informed 
decisions based on experienced analysis.

PARTIAL DISCHARGE

Measures the cable’s dielectric/insulation strength and 
provides an overall view of cable condition, establishing a 
baseline for future comparison.

Cable system diagnostics can help identify issues related to 
terminations, cable insulation condition, joints, jacket integrity, neutral 
corrosion, voids/cuts/air gaps, water trees and electrical trees.

TAN DELTA DIAGNOSTICS USED TO DETECT DEFECTS

ASSESSMENT REVIEW AND TYPES OF DEFECTS
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Water ingress from 
the grounding lead.

Sheath testing detects 
breaks in jacket.


